. Over 100 different historical nesting locations have been documented in natural settings in the province (Court 1993a, Fish days (Ratcliffe 1993) . Young fledge at 40 to 46 days of age (Cade 1982 (Stepnisky 1998 (Court 1994 , Stepnisky 1998 (Millsap et al. 1998 ).
Estimates of annual mortality for adult peregrines range from a minimum of 1 6% to a maximum of 32 % (Court 1994 , Stepnisky 1998 , though pre-breeding mortality of young peregrines is considerably higher. Recruitment rate for the Southern Alberta population has been estimated at 11% (Stepnisky 1998 The peregrine falcon is one of most widely distributed avian species in the world (Cade 1982 (Ratcliffe 1993 (Berger et al. 1970 , Court et al. 1990 , Peakall et al. 1990 , Johnstone et al. 1996 and in Alberta specifically (Court 1993b . Data on DDE levels in peregrine eggs from Alberta show a clear downward trend over the last three decades (Court 1993b ; Figure 3 ), and improving reproductive success associated with declining pesticide pollutant residue levels is also well-documented in the province (Stepnisky 1998) . Peregrine populations in Alberta (Rowell and Stepnisky 1997) and elsewhere have demonstrated sharp recovery as natural productivity has increased (Kiff 1988 , Enderson et al. 1995 , Millsap et al. 1998 ). (Court 1993b has shown that environmental conditions are suitable for maintenance and growth of the present peregrine population in the province.
The efforts made to propagate peregrine falcons in captivity in North America are welldocumented (Cade et al. 1988) and the success of reintroduction of captive-raised birds in North America is unequivocal (Millsap et al. 1998 . White et al. 2002 . Alberta now has a population of between 40 and 50 pairs of birds, most of which have their origins in the captive stock originally archived in captivity by the Canadian Wildlife Service Stepnisky 1997, Stepnisky 2000) . In an environment of declining levels of organochlorine pesticide pollutants, it is likely that the population of peregrine falcons in Alberta will continue to grow. There is nothing to suggest that there exist any technical or biological impediments to recovery of this species in the province. Moreover, there exist no 'knowledge gaps', in technology or about the biology of the species, which need to be addressed before recovery can be realized. The recovery and management of peregrine falcon in Alberta, will be guided by the following additional principles:
Guiding Principles
• The loss of key nesting habitat and individuals is unacceptable.
• A cooperative approach with landowners, industry and other agencies is essential.
• Management actions will employ tools resulting in the most immediate benefit to peregrine falcons and will be based on the best information available. However, implementation will not be delayed due to lack of specific supporting information.
• Landowners will not be impacted by the costs associated with maintaining or enhancing peregrine falcon nesting success.
• Activities will be restricted to a small number of effective and achievable actions.
• The recovery process will be guided by the notion of adaptive management, wherein specific actions are revisited and altered to ultimately improve the outcome. Co-ordinate monitoring of peregrine falcon populations in southern and northern Alberta. 5.6.4 Enter accumulated peregrine falcon nesting data into the Biodiversity/Species 
